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Morocco rights violations persist in W. Sahara-rights groups
By Misha Hussain, 26 September 2013

Moroccan security forces persist in violating the human rights of Sahrawi people in Western Sahara, 
several months after the U.N. Security Council decided not to send human rights observers to the 
disputed territory, rights groups have said.
Western Sahara, a tract of desert the size of Britain that has lucrative phosphate reserves and may have 
offshore oil, is the focus of Africa's longest-running territorial dispute, between Morocco, which annexed 
it in 1975, and the Sahrawis' Polisario Front independence movement.
The conflict has resulted in some 165,000 Sahrawis crossing the border since 1976 to seek refuge in 
camps in Tindouf, southwestern Algeria, according to the Polisario. The UNHCR says it is officially 
providing aid to 90,000 "vulnerable" refugees.
Though life in the territory has improved since a U.N-brokered ceasefire in 1991, the Moroccan 
authorities are still systematically repressing the right of assembly and freedom of speech of the Sahrawis, 
the head of the RFK Center for Justice and Human Rights, Santiago Canton, told Thomson Reuters 
Foundation.
"The Sahrawi people have been living under an oppressive regime for almost 40 years. They are put in jail 
for peaceful demonstrations and in some cases simply for raising a Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic 
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for peaceful demonstrations and in some cases simply for raising a Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic 
flag," Canton said by telephone from New York.
There are currently 59 Sahrawi political prisoners in jail, 17 of them human rights activists, and they are 
subject to torture, beatings and other cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment, the RFK Center said in a 
recent statement.
Amnesty International accused Morocco earlier this year of torturing six men arrested after calling for 
the territory's independence at a demonstration, a charge that Morocco dismissed as "pure lies."
Earlier this year, the U.N. secretary general, the U.N. rapporteur on torture and the Office of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) expressed concerns about human rights 
violations in Western Sahara.
But the U.N. Security Council dropped demands for human rights observers in Western Sahara under 
pressure from Rabat, paving the way for a compromise that would allow the U.N. Mission for the 
Referendum in Western Sahara (MINURSO) to be extended for another year.
"Since 1979, every single UN Peacekeeping Mission in the world has had a human rights mandate 
automatically, there is no question, except for MINURSO in Western Sahara," said Canton.
"It's ridiculous. We're not asking for sanctions, just a human rights monitoring mission. The inability to 
resolve this issue after so many years is a clear failure of the international community," he said.
"HUMAN RIGHTS"
"We are not talking about independence, but human rights, even though one is a consequence of the 
other," Canton said.

                             1 / 21



 

"The Moroccan government does not make that distinction for political reasons. They use independence 
as an instrument, to warn states not to get involved as this is an issue of sovereignty and that Western 
Sahara is their territory," he said.
Expanding the MINURSO mandate to include human rights observers would not be in the spirit of 
consensus and would undermine national sovereignty, which is a red line for all Moroccans, Deputy 
Secretary-General of the ruling Justice and Development Party Slimane Amrani told Maghreb Arabe Press 
(MAP), the state-run news agency.
France, Morocco's traditional protector on the U.N. Security Council, has previously vetoed resolutions 
on the issue, supporting Rabat unconditionally.
"Morocco has been very good at lobbying the U.N. Security Council in blocking MINURSO from having a 
human rights mandate. France, a permanent member of the Security Council, is particularly receptive due 
to historical and economic ties," said Canton.
"The situation requires not only a permanent presence by the United Nations, but a clear human rights 
mandate to ensure that such abuses do not continue and to send a clear message that the global 
community will not tolerate these violations," he said.
New discoveries involving cases where Sahrawis disappeared during the war further highlight the need 
for human rights monitoring to be included in the MINURSO mandate for Western Sahara, Amnesty 
International said in a recent statement on its website.
Human remains found by a shepherd in April 2013 in the Fadret Leguiaa area of Western Sahara were 
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Human remains found by a shepherd in April 2013 in the Fadret Leguiaa area of Western Sahara were 
analysed by a team of Spanish forensic experts, who decided that eight people, including two children, 
were arrested in February 1976 by a Moroccan military patrol and executed by firearms on the spot, 
before being buried in two shallow graves, Amnesty said.
"The findings, 'The Oasis of Memory,' stand in stark contrast to those published by the 
Advisory Council on Human Rights (CCDH), the national human rights institution at the 
time, which was responsible for looking into cases of forced disappearance," Sirine Rached, 
North Africa researcher for Amnesty International, told Thomson Reuters Foundation.
"CCDH concluded that four of the eight were arrested between February and July and 
taken to military barracks in Smara, where they later died. The four others were not 
included in the CCDH lists of victims of enforced disappearances," Rached said by 
telephone from London.
"The differing conclusions raise questions on the accuracy of the CCDH report. It is likely 
that other remains are awaiting discovery in this and other areas of Western Sahara," said 
Rached.
"The mandate of MINURSO [should] be expanded to include a human rights component, not only to 
promote truth and justice for unresolved cases of past violations by the Moroccan authorities, as well as 
by the Polisario Front, but also to address fresh violations, which remain an ongoing source of concern in 
the region," Amnesty said.
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سنحتج أمام البرلمان لأن صدمتنا كانت قوية حين استفقنا من غفلتنا ووجدنا أنفسنا : تازممارتضحايا 
والخيباتفي منتصف طريق غامض يفضي إلى مزيد من الإحباط 

  
و ماضي   القسريتفاعلنا بشكل إيجابي مع كل المبادرات التي عرفها المغرب طيلة العقدين الأخيرين لمعالجة ملفات الاختفاء  - تازمامارتضحايا معتقل   -إننا 

الدولية إلى  والحقوقية الوطنية  الهيآت وحركة العائلات  طيلة هذه الفترة بمساندة قوية من طرف  تازمامارتالانتهاكات الجسيمة لحقوق الإنسان، حيث حضي ملف 
.جانب أنه أصبح رمزا صارخا لمآسي ماضي الانتهاكات بالمغرب

  
.من أجل البقاء على قيد الحياة، لكن قلة منا هم من تمكنوا من النجاة من مصير رهيب رسم لهم في الخفاء تازمامارت داخل أسوار زنازين   خضنا معركة قاسية من 

.خارجه النصف الآخر  ووهكذا مرت علينا زهاء أربعين سنة من النضال، قضينا نصفها في داخل المعتقل 
  

م في مساعدة عز  اندفعنا بصدق وحماس في مسلسل التسوية الذي عرفه المغرب، وتفهمنا حساسية الملف، من أجل ذلك، وضعنا جانبا صفتنا كضحية، وانخرطنا بكل
.هيئة الإنصاف والمصالحة مساهمة منا في طي صفحة أليمة لا تشرف تاريخ المغرب في شيء

، ذلك أن مجلس حقوق والخيباتمزيد من الإحباط  لكن كم كانت صدمتنا قوية حين استفقنا من غفلتنا ووجدنا أنفسنا في منتصف طريق غامض لا يفضي إلا إلى 
.و صد أبوابه دوننا بكل عنف وقسوة انالإنسان، الاستشاري منه والوطني، قلب لنا ظهر 

  
المطبوعة بالتراجع عن كل الوعود المقدمة من طرف المسئولين حول قضايا  وذه الوضعية احفة التي يوجد عليها الملف  التحسيسإن وقفتنا اليوم، لهي من أجل 

 . صيغ الإدماج الاجتماعي المناسبة لكل حالة وحفظ الذاكرة  والرفات 
 و بناء عليه
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 . صيغ الإدماج الاجتماعي المناسبة لكل حالة وحفظ الذاكرة  والرفات 
 و بناء عليه

:المطالبة بحقوقنا العادلة المتمثلة في  لثنينا على  تيئيسيةنندد بكل محاولة   
  

.التهميش وو لازالت تلحقنا من جراء واقع الإهمال  لحقتناضرورة جبر كل الأضرار التي 
.مرضية للإدماج الاجتماعي وأبناء في صيغة مناسبة  وأرامل  وحقنا كناجين 

.تمكيننا من مراسيم تأبينية لائقة بعد حل مشكل هوية المتوفين
.تازمامارتتفعيل برنامج حفظ الذاكرة الخاص بمركز الاعتقال السابق 

  
:الحركة الحقوقية لدعم هذه الوقفة من أجل  وكافة الفعاليات المدنية   ندعواولتحقيق هذه الأهداف، 

  
.كل الجهات المعنية بالتعامل بجدية مع هذا الملف وحل القضايا العالقة  والس الوطني لحقوق الإنسان   حث  -
 22/12/2008: المنظم بتاريخ  تازمامارتاليوم الدراسي حول حفظ ذاكرة -توصيات  والمصالحة في مجال حفظ الذاكرة  وتفعيل توصيات هيأة الإنصاف   -

.بالرباط وتحيينها
.من جميع حقوقهم  الأبناء  والأرامل  وتمكين الضحايا  -
  
  

27/09/2013تاريخ الوقفة الجمعة 
من الساعة الخامسة إلى السادسة زوالا

الساحة المقابلة للبرلمان
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Western Sahara: Morocco Rights Violations Persist in W. 
Sahara - Rights Groups
By Misha Hussain, 26 September 2013

Moroccan security forces persist in violating the human rights of Sahrawi people in Western Sahara, 
several months after the U.N. Security Council decided not to send human rights observers to the 
disputed territory, rights groups have said.
Western Sahara, a tract of desert the size of Britain that has lucrative phosphate reserves and may have 
offshore oil, is the focus of Africa's longest-running territorial dispute, between Morocco, which annexed 
it in 1975, and the Sahrawis' Polisario Front independence movement.
The conflict has resulted in some 165,000 Sahrawis crossing the border since 1976 to seek refuge in 
camps in Tindouf, southwestern Algeria, according to the Polisario. The UNHCR says it is officially 
providing aid to 90,000 "vulnerable" refugees.
Though life in the territory has improved since a U.N-brokered ceasefire in 1991, the Moroccan 
authorities are still systematically repressing the right of assembly and freedom of speech of the Sahrawis, 
the head of the RFK Center for Justice and Human Rights, Santiago Canton, told Thomson Reuters 
Foundation.
"The Sahrawi people have been living under an oppressive regime for almost 40 years. They are put in jail 

27/09/2013 5
Conseil national des droits de 

l'Homme

"The Sahrawi people have been living under an oppressive regime for almost 40 years. They are put in jail 
for peaceful demonstrations and in some cases simply for raising a Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic 
flag," Canton said by telephone from New York.
There are currently 59 Sahrawi political prisoners in jail, 17 of them human rights activists, and they are 
subject to torture, beatings and other cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment, the RFK Center said in a 
recent statement.
Amnesty International accused Morocco earlier this year of torturing six men arrested after calling for 
the territory's independence at a demonstration, a charge that Morocco dismissed as "pure lies."
Earlier this year, the U.N. secretary general, the U.N. rapporteur on torture and the Office of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) expressed concerns about human rights 
violations in Western Sahara.
But the U.N. Security Council dropped demands for human rights observers in Western Sahara under 
pressure from Rabat, paving the way for a compromise that would allow the U.N. Mission for the 
Referendum in Western Sahara (MINURSO) to be extended for another year.
"Since 1979, every single UN Peacekeeping Mission in the world has had a human rights mandate 
automatically, there is no question, except for MINURSO in Western Sahara," said Canton.
"It's ridiculous. We're not asking for sanctions, just a human rights monitoring mission. The inability to 
resolve this issue after so many years is a clear failure of the international community," he said.
"HUMAN RIGHTS"
"We are not talking about independence, but human rights, even though one is a consequence of the 
other," Canton said.
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"The Moroccan government does not make that distinction for political reasons. They use independence 
as an instrument, to warn states not to get involved as this is an issue of sovereignty and that Western 
Sahara is their territory," he said.
Expanding the MINURSO mandate to include human rights observers would not be in the spirit of 
consensus and would undermine national sovereignty, which is a red line for all Moroccans, Deputy 
Secretary-General of the ruling Justice and Development Party Slimane Amrani told Maghreb Arabe Press 
(MAP), the state-run news agency.
France, Morocco's traditional protector on the U.N. Security Council, has previously vetoed resolutions 
on the issue, supporting Rabat unconditionally.
"Morocco has been very good at lobbying the U.N. Security Council in blocking MINURSO from having a 
human rights mandate. France, a permanent member of the Security Council, is particularly receptive due 
to historical and economic ties," said Canton.
"The situation requires not only a permanent presence by the United Nations, but a clear human rights 
mandate to ensure that such abuses do not continue and to send a clear message that the global 
community will not tolerate these violations," he said.
New discoveries involving cases where Sahrawis disappeared during the war further highlight the need 
for human rights monitoring to be included in the MINURSO mandate for Western Sahara, Amnesty 
International said in a recent statement on its website.
Human remains found by a shepherd in April 2013 in the Fadret Leguiaa area of Western Sahara were 
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Human remains found by a shepherd in April 2013 in the Fadret Leguiaa area of Western Sahara were 
analysed by a team of Spanish forensic experts, who decided that eight people, including two children, 
were arrested in February 1976 by a Moroccan military patrol and executed by firearms on the spot, 
before being buried in two shallow graves, Amnesty said.
"The findings, 'The Oasis of Memory,' stand in stark contrast to those published by the 
Advisory Council on Human Rights (CCDH), the national human rights institution at the 
time, which was responsible for looking into cases of forced disappearance," Sirine Rached, 
North Africa researcher for Amnesty International, told Thomson Reuters Foundation.
"CCDH concluded that four of the eight were arrested between February and July and 
taken to military barracks in Smara, where they later died. The four others were not 
included in the CCDH lists of victims of enforced disappearances," Rached said by 
telephone from London.
"The differing conclusions raise questions on the accuracy of the CCDH report. It is likely 
that other remains are awaiting discovery in this and other areas of Western Sahara," said 
Rached.
"The mandate of MINURSO [should] be expanded to include a human rights component, not only to 
promote truth and justice for unresolved cases of past violations by the Moroccan authorities, as well as 
by the Polisario Front, but also to address fresh violations, which remain an ongoing source of concern in 
the region," Amnesty said.
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