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Morocco rights violations persist in W. Sahara-rights groups
By Misha Hussain, 26 September 2013

Moroccan security forces persist in violating the human rights of Sahrawi people in Western Sahara,
several months after the U.N. Security Council decided not to send human rights observers to the
disputed territory, rights groups have said.

Western Sahara, a tract of desert the size of Britain that has lucrative phosphate reserves and may have
offshore oil, is the focus of Africa's longest-running territorial dispute, between Morocco, which annexed
it in 1975, and the Sahrawis' Polisario Front independence movement.

The conflict has resulted in some 165,000 Sahrawis crossing the border since 1976 to seek refuge in
camps in Tindouf, southwestern Algeria, according to the Polisario. The UNHCR says it is officially
providing aid to 90,000 "vulnerable" refugees.

Though life in the territory has improved since a U.N-brokered ceasefire in 1991, the Moroccan
authorities are still systematically repressing the right of assembly and freedom of speech of the Sahrawis,
the head of the RFK Center for Justice and Human Rights, Santiago Canton, told Thomson Reuters
Foundation.

"The Sahrawi people have been living under an oppressive regime for almost 40 years.They are put in jail
for peaceful demonstrations and in some cases simply for raising a Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic
flag," Canton said by telephone from New York.

There are currently 59 Sahrawi political prisoners in jail, 17 of them human rights activists, and they are
subject to torture, beatings and other cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment, the RFK Center said in a
recent statement.

Amnesty International accused Morocco earlier this year of torturing six men arrested after calling for
the territory's independence at a demonstration, a charge that Morocco dismissed as "pure lies."

Earlier this year, the U.N. secretary general, the U.N. rapporteur on torture and the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) expressed concerns about human rights
violations in Western Sahara.

But the U.N. Security Council dropped demands for human rights observers in Western Sahara under
pressure from Rabat, paving the way for a compromise that would allow the U.N. Mission for the
Referendum in Western Sahara (MINURSO) to be extended for another year.

"Since 1979, every single UN Peacekeeping Mission in the world has had a human rights mandate
automatically, there is no question, except for MINURSO in Western Sahara," said Canton.

“It's ridiculous.We're not asking for sanctions, just a human rights monitoring mission. The inability to
resolve this issue after so many years is a clear failure of the international community,”" he said.
"HUMAN RIGHTS"

"We are not talking about independence, but human rights, even though one is a consequence of the
other," Canton said.

27/09/2013 Conseil national des droits de

www.cndh.org.ma



Q.

Ol yand 3yl alaall 41" THOMSON REUTERS
& el maclansiiustlara rerd e 8., FOUNDATION

"The Moroccan government does not make that distinction for political reasons.They use independence
as an instrument, to warn states not to get involved as this is an issue of sovereignty and that Western
Sahara is their territory," he said.

Expanding the MINURSO mandate to include human rights observers would not be in the spirit of
consensus and would undermine national sovereignty, which is a red line for all Moroccans, Deputy
Secretary-General of the ruling Justice and Development Party Slimane Amrani told Maghreb Arabe Press
(MAP), the state-run news agency.

France, Morocco's traditional protector on the U.N. Security Council, has previously vetoed resolutions
on the issue, supporting Rabat unconditionally.

"Morocco has been very good at lobbying the U.N. Security Council in blocking MINURSO from having a
human rights mandate. France, a permanent member of the Security Council, is particularly receptive due
to historical and economic ties," said Canton.

"The situation requires not only a permanent presence by the United Nations, but a clear human rights
mandate to ensure that such abuses do not continue and to send a clear message that the global
community will not tolerate these violations," he said.

New discoveries involving cases where Sahrawis disappeared during the war further highlight the need
for human rights monitoring to be included in the MINURSO mandate for Western Sahara, Amnesty
International said in a recent statement on its website.

Human remains found by a shepherd in April 2013 in the Fadret Leguiaa area of VWestern Sahara were
analysed by a team of Spanish forensic experts, who decided that eight people, including two children,
were arrested in February 1976 by a Moroccan military patrol and executed by firearms on the spot,
before being buried in two shallow graves,Amnesty said.

"The findings, 'The Oasis of Memory,' stand in stark contrast to those published by the
Advisory Council on Human Rights (CCDH), the national human rights institution at the
time, which was responsible for looking into cases of forced disappearance,” Sirine Rached,
North Africa researcher for Amnesty International, told Thomson Reuters Foundation.
"CCDH concluded that four of the eight were arrested between February and July and
taken to military barracks in Smara, where they later died.The four others were not
included in the CCDH lists of victims of enforced disappearances,"” Rached said by
telephone from London.

"The differing conclusions raise questions on the accuracy of the CCDH report. It is likely
that other remains are awaiting discovery in this and other areas of Western Sahara," said
Rached.

"The mandate of MINURSO [should] be expanded to include a human rights component, not only to
promote truth and justice for unresolved cases of past violations by the Moroccan authorities, as well as
by the Polisario Front, but also to address fresh violations, which remain an ongoing source of concern in
the region," Amnesty said.
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Western Sahara: Morocco Rights Violations Persist in W.

Sahara - Rights Groups
By Misha Hussain, 26 September 2013

Moroccan security forces persist in violating the human rights of Sahrawi people in Western Sahara,
several months after the U.N. Security Council decided not to send human rights observers to the
disputed territory, rights groups have said.

Western Sahara, a tract of desert the size of Britain that has lucrative phosphate reserves and may have
offshore oil, is the focus of Africa's longest-running territorial dispute, between Morocco, which annexed
it in 1975, and the Sahrawis' Polisario Front independence movement.

The conflict has resulted in some 165,000 Sahrawis crossing the border since 1976 to seek refuge in
camps in Tindouf, southwestern Algeria, according to the Polisario. The UNHCR says it is officially
providing aid to 90,000 "vulnerable" refugees.

Though life in the territory has improved since a U.N-brokered ceasefire in 1991, the Moroccan
authorities are still systematically repressing the right of assembly and freedom of speech of the Sahrawis,
the head of the RFK Center for Justice and Human Rights, Santiago Canton, told Thomson Reuters
Foundation.

"The Sahrawi people have been living under an oppressive regime for almost 40 years.They are put in jail
for peaceful demonstrations and in some cases simply for raising a Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic
flag," Canton said by telephone from New York.

There are currently 59 Sahrawi political prisoners in jail, |7 of them human rights activists, and they are
subject to torture, beatings and other cruel,inhuman and degrading treatment, the RFK Center said in a
recent statement.

Amnesty International accused Morocco earlier this year of torturing six men arrested after calling for
the territory's independence at a demonstration, a charge that Morocco dismissed as "pure lies."

Earlier this year, the U.N. secretary general, the U.N. rapporteur on torture and the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) expressed concerns about human rights
violations in Western Sahara.

But the U.N. Security Council dropped demands for human rights observers in Western Sahara under
pressure from Rabat, paving the way for a compromise that would allow the U.N. Mission for the
Referendum in Western Sahara (MINURSO) to be extended for another year.

"Since 1979, every single UN Peacekeeping Mission in the world has had a human rights mandate
automatically, there is no question, except for MINURSO in Western Sahara," said Canton.

“It's ridiculous.We're not asking for sanctions, just a human rights monitoring mission. The inability to
resolve this issue after so many years is a clear failure of the international community," he said.
"HUMAN RIGHTS"

"We are not talking about independence, but human rights, even though one is a consequence of the
other," Canton said.
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"The Moroccan government does not make that distinction for political reasons.They use independence
as an instrument, to warn states not to get involved as this is an issue of sovereignty and that Western
Sahara is their territory," he said.

Expanding the MINURSO mandate to include human rights observers would not be in the spirit of
consensus and would undermine national sovereignty, which is a red line for all Moroccans, Deputy
Secretary-General of the ruling Justice and Development Party Slimane Amrani told Maghreb Arabe Press
(MAP), the state-run news agency.

France, Morocco's traditional protector on the U.N. Security Council, has previously vetoed resolutions
on the issue, supporting Rabat unconditionally.

"Morocco has been very good at lobbying the U.N. Security Council in blocking MINURSO from having a
human rights mandate. France, a permanent member of the Security Council, is particularly receptive due
to historical and economic ties," said Canton.

"The situation requires not only a permanent presence by the United Nations, but a clear human rights
mandate to ensure that such abuses do not continue and to send a clear message that the global
community will not tolerate these violations," he said.

New discoveries involving cases where Sahrawis disappeared during the war further highlight the need
for human rights monitoring to be included in the MINURSO mandate for Western Sahara, Amnesty
International said in a recent statement on its website.

Human remains found by a shepherd in April 2013 in the Fadret Leguiaa area of VWestern Sahara were
analysed by a team of Spanish forensic experts, who decided that eight people, including two children,
were arrested in February 1976 by a Moroccan military patrol and executed by firearms on the spot,
before being buried in two shallow graves,Amnesty said.

"The findings, 'The Oasis of Memory,' stand in stark contrast to those published by the
Advisory Council on Human Rights (CCDH), the national human rights institution at the
time, which was responsible for looking into cases of forced disappearance,” Sirine Rached,
North Africa researcher for Amnesty International, told Thomson Reuters Foundation.
"CCDH concluded that four of the eight were arrested between February and July and
taken to military barracks in Smara, where they later died.The four others were not
included in the CCDH lists of victims of enforced disappearances,"” Rached said by
telephone from London.

"The differing conclusions raise questions on the accuracy of the CCDH report. It is likely
that other remains are awaiting discovery in this and other areas of Western Sahara," said
Rached.

"The mandate of MINURSO [should] be expanded to include a human rights component, not only to
promote truth and justice for unresolved cases of past violations by the Moroccan authorities, as well as
by the Polisario Front, but also to address fresh violations, which remain an ongoing source of concern in
the region," Amnesty said.
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Partenariat de mobilité Maroc-UE
Base appropriée pour soutenir une
politique migratoire marocaine
juste et efficace 113zc/2

Le Partenariat de mobilité Maroc-UE constitue une base
appropriée pour soutenir une politique migratoire marocaine juste
et efficace, a affirmé I"Union européenne.

Le Partenariat de mobilité Maroc-UE, signé en juin dernier,
permet aux deux parties de coopérer sur I'ensemble des sujets

| liés 4 la m:fr.?ppn. indique la Délégation de I'Union européenne
“au Maroc dans u

ns un communiqué publié a [‘occasion de Ia visite
au Royaumé du directeur général de la Commission etropéerine
en charge des Affaires intérieures, Stefano Manservisi, pour faire
le point sur le soutien que I'UE mobilisera dans le cadre de ce
partenariat
Ce partenariat, ajoute la méme source, est assorti d'un appui
technique et financier de I'UE et de ses Etats membres, de
plusieurs millions d’euros, destinés & des projets de coopération
qui vont dans le sens des recommandations émanant du. récent
rapport du Conseil national des droits de I'Homme (CNDH),
relatif a la situation des migrants et des réfugiés au Maroc.
Le rapport du CNDH reconnait clairement le fait que le Maroc
ne se pergoit plus simplement comme une terre d'émigration
mais qu'il est devenu une terre d’asile et d’installation durable
des migrants et des réfugiés, note le communiqué, ajoutant que
le méme document reconnait aussi des atteintes aux droits des
migrants irréguliers, qui inquiétent I'UE depuis longtemps, et
formule des recommandations concrétes pour y mettre fin.
Etant donné le caractére évolutif des initiatives reprises dans
I'annexe du Partenariat, la Commission européenne va tenir
compte des recommandations du rapport du CNDH, assure la
Délégation de I'UE au Maroc. Réitérant le soutien de I'UE “aux
efforts du Maroc pour mettre en place une politique migratoire
et d'asile juste et efficace par le Partenariat de mobilité”, M.
Manservisi, cité par le communiqué, indique que la Commission
européenne “porte un regard positif sur les décisions pnises
au plus haut niveau afin de mettre en place une nouvelle
politique migratoire et d'asile au Maroc, qu'elle considére
trés encourageantes”. 1l s’agit, selon le responsable européen,
d’une évolution cruciale qui témoigne de la volonté du Maroc
de faire face A ses responsabilités en tant que terre d’accueil
durable des migrants et réfugiés. “Nous ne pouvons que nous en
féliciter et nous accompagierons le Maroc pour que les résultats
soient 4 la hauteur des décisions qui viennent d’étre prises. En
effet, maintenant le défi majeur est de traduire dans la réalité
ces engagements”, souligne M. Manservisi, estimant que “le
Partenariat de mobilité et*de migration va permettre a 'UE de
soutenir les efforts du Maroe dans ce domaine™.
L'UE, poursuit le communiqué, s'est notamment engagée 4
coopérer de fagon étroite avec le Maroc pour le renforcement du
cadre législatif et institutionnel marocain en matiére d’asile et de
traite des étres humains, rénforcer la formation des personnes en
charge de la migration au Maroc et mettre en place des politiques
en matiére d’intégration ‘et de lutte contre I'exclusion et la
xénophobie envers les migrants.
Consciente que la position géographique du Maroc, aux cotés de
I"Europe, attire de nombreux migrants irréguliers, I'UE a élaboré
des programmes pour donner un appui aux migrants les plus
vulnérables et, notamment, améliorer I’accés des femmes et des
enfants migrants aux services de santé publique, a 1’éducation et
la formation ainsi qu’a des recours juridiques en cas d’abus ou de
violence, souligne la méme source.
Et d'ajouter que I'UE a mobilisé des fonds, dans le cadre du
Partenariat de mobilité, pour permettre aux migrants sub-
sahariens qui souhaitent rentrer chez eux de pouvoir le faire.
La problématique migratoire exige des responsabilités partagées
et le renforcement de la coopération régionale, insiste la
Délégation, rappelant que I'UE a pris plusieurs initiatives dans ce
sens, notamment le soutien au Processus de Rabat, I'organisation
d'un séminaire sur la réadmission dans le cadre du dialogue
UE-ACP (Assemblée parlementaire paritaire) sur la migration
et une offre d’appui & la coopération régionale entre les pays du
Maghreb en matiére de migration et de mobilité.
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Le Partenariat de
mobilité Maroc-UE

Base appropriée pour
soutenir une politique
migratoire marocaine

juste et efficace
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Partenariat de mobilité Maroc-UE

constitue une base appropriée pour

soutenir une politique migratoire
marocaine juste et efficace, a affirmé I'Union
européenne.

Le Partenariat de mobilité Maroc-UE, signé en
juin dernier, permet aux deux parties de coopérer
sur l'ensemble des sujets liés a la migration,
indique la Délégation de I'Union européenne au
Maroc dans un communiqué publié a l'occasion
de la visite au Royaume du directeur général de la
Commission européenne en charge des Affaires
intérieures, Stefano Manservisi, pour faire le point
sur le soutien que I'UE mobilisera dans le cadre de
ce partenariat.

Ce partenariat, ajoute la méme source, est
assorti d'un appui technique et financier de I'UE
et de ses Etats membres, de plusieurs millions
d'euros, destinés a des projets de coopération qui
vont dans le sens des recommandations émanant
du récent rapport du Conseil national des droits
de I'Homme (CNDH), relatif a la situation des
migrants et des réfugies au Maroc.

Le rapport du CNDH reconnait clairement le
fait que le Maroc ne se pergoit plus simplement
comme une terre d'émigration mais gu'il est
devenu une terre d'asile et d'installation durable
des migrants et des réfugiés, note le communiqué,
ajoutant que le méme document reconnait aussi
des atteintes aux droits des migrants irréguliers,
qui inquietent I'UE depuis longtemps, et formule
des recommandations concrétes pour y mettre fin.

Etant donné le caractére évolutif des initiatives
reprises dans l'annexe du Partenariat, la
Commission européenne va tenir compte des
recommandations du rapport du CNDH, assure la
Délégation de I'UE au Maroc.

Réitérant le soutien de I'UE "aux efforts
du Maroc pour mettre en place une politique
migratoire et d'asile juste et efficace par le
Partenariat de mobilité", M. Manservisi, cité par.
le communiqué, indique que la Commission
européenne "porte un regard positif sur les

Suite en page 4
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Base appropriée pour soutenir
une politique migratoire
marocaine juste et efficace
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les décisions prises au plus haut niveau
afin de mettre en place une nouvelle poli-
tique migratoire et d'asile au Maroc, qu’elle
considére trés encourageantes».

Il s’agit, selon le responsable européen,
d’'une évolution cruciale qui témoigne de la
volonté du Maroc de faire face a ses res-
ponsabilités en tant que terre d'accueil
durable des migrants et réfugiés.

«Nous ne pouvons que nous en féli-
citer et nous accompagnerons le Maroc
pour que les résultats soient & la hauteur
des décisions qui viennent d’étre prises.
En effet, maintenant le défi majeur est de
traduire dans la réalité ces engagements»,
souligne M. Manservisi, estimant que «le
Partenariat de mobilité et de migration va
permettre & I'UE de soutenir les efforts du
Maroc dans ce domaine».

L'UE, poursuit le communiqué, s'est
notamment engagée a coopérer de fagon
étroite avec le Maroc pour le renforcement
du cadre législatif et institutionnel maro-
cain en matiére d'asile et de traite des
étres humains, renforcer la formation des
personnes en charge de la migration au
Maroc et mettre en place des politiques
en matiére d'intégration et de lutte contre
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I'exclusion et la xénophobie envers les
migrants.

Consciente que la position géogra-
phique du Maroc, aux cétés de I'Europe,
attire de nombreux migrants irréguliers,
|'UE a élaboré des programmes pour don-
ner un appui aux migrants les plus vulné-
rables et, notamment, améliorer l'accés
des femmes et des enfants migrants aux
services de santé publique, a I'éducation
et la formation ainsi qu‘a des recours juri-
diques en cas d'abus ou de violence, sou-

" ligne la méme source.

Et d'ajouter que I'UE a mobilise des
fonds, dans le cadre du Partenariat de
mobilité, pour permettre aux migrants sub-
sahariens qui souhaitent rentrer chez eux
de pouvoir le faire.

La problématique migratoire exige des
responsabilités partagées et le renforce-
ment de la coopération régionale, insiste la
Délégation, rappelant que I'UE a pris plu-
sieurs initiatives dans ce sens, notamment
le soutien au Processus de Rabat, I'orga-
nisation d'un séminaire sur la réadmis-
sion dans le cadre du dialogue UE-ACP
(Assemblée parlementaire paritaire) sur la
migration et une offre d’appui & la coopé-
ration régionale entre les pays du Maghreb

-en matiére de migration et de mobilité.

www.cndh.org.ma
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