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Children challenge policymakers during the Moroccan Book
Fair

25th anniversary of the CRC

"What are the rights of children with autism?" With a frank and cheerful look and a smile from ear to ear,
Chama, an 8 year old autistic girl, challenged Regina De Dominicis, UNICEF Representative in Morocco,
directly during the debate organized with children about the Convention on the Rights of the Child on
Friday, 14 February.The debate took place on the joint UNICEF and the National Council for Human Rights
(CNDH) exhibition stall during the Book Fair in Casablanca, which ran from February |13 to 23. More than
400,000 visitors were expected.

Participation in this event was the kick-off of the celebration of the 25th anniversary of the CRC in
Morocco.This inclusive meeting with children from different social layers, public school children, children
from more remote and rural areas, some of which travelled more than 500 km to take part in this event,
children with disabilities... was an opportunity to give a voice to children to ask the questions that are
occupying their minds. And they were not all easy to answer. "Why do we allow children under 18 years to
work, why is the law not enforced?" "There are children who have nothing to eat and have to face the cold
in the mountainous regions.We must help them!" "I want to know what you have planned to help street
children." “Children are a wonder.Any time that an opportunity is provided to them, they are able to seize
it and come out with ideas and solutions that adults cannot imagine,” said Regina De Dominicis.
Celebration of the 25th anniversary of the CRC in Morocco will continue until the end of the year

Under the theme:“My rights, my future”, the joint UNICEF - CNDH participation with a 360 m2 exhibition
stall, provided a space with access to several areas of entertainment, artistic expression, reading and
discussion. The particularity of the participation in this exhibition was that it scheduled a series of meetings
between decision-makers and children. Indeed, in addition to UNICEF who got the ball rolling for a series
of debates, meetings were scheduled for children with the Ministers of Health, of Social Development, of
National Education, the King’s advisor, the Chairman of the Parliament, the President of the Higher
Education Council, the President of the Central Institution against Corruption, the president of CNDH and
many other senior policymakers.These discussions allowed firstly to take into account the opinions and
perceptions of children regarding their access to their rights to education, health, protection and
participation and secondly hear their proposals to improve children's access to these rights.A golden
opportunity available to children to make their voices directly heard.

In addition to the debate with UNICEF meetings are scheduled for children with the Ministers of Health,
Social Development, Education, the King's advisor, the Chairman of Parliament, the President of the Higher
Education Council, the President of of the Central Institution against Corruption, the President of CNDH
and many other senior policymakers.A golden opportunity available to children to make their voices
directly heard.

http://www.unicef.org/mena/media_8967.html
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North Africa Messenger

Morocco Set to Pass New Human Rights Law

On March 14, King Mohammed VI and the Moroccan Council of Ministers approved a law, which would put
an end to trials of civilians in military courts.The law states “Civilians, regardless of who they are or the
nature of the offense they committed in times of peace, can in no circumstances be referred to military
courts or tried by them.” The law goes on to say “civilians, regardless of their quality and the nature of their
offense committed by them in peacetime, can in no way be referred to military courts.”

In addition, the new law protects minors from military tribunals and establishes a military court of appeals.
The highly praised law must first be submitted to the parliament and pass a final vote in order for it to
become law.

The President of Morocco’s National Human Rights Council, Driss Yazami, praised the new law referring to
it as “a major step towards strengthening the rule of law, reforming the judiciary and protecting human
rights.” Spokesperson the Royal Palace, Abdelhak Lamrini also commented on the new law saying it “aims to
harmonize national legislation on military justice with the provisions of the Constitution and international
principles and standards.” The new law will set a human rights standard that all of Northern Africa must

follow. Morocco has been a consistent leader in human rights for the region and will continue to show its
leadership through the passing of this law.

http://northafricamessenger.com/2014/03/17/morocco-set-to-pass-new-human-rights-law/
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LE HUFFINGTON POST

Morocco Embraces Military Law Reforms

Delighting human-rights activists, Morocco has just adopted sweeping legal reforms that bar military
tribunals from trying civilians.

Now, even civilians suspected for plotting the violent overthrow of the government,will face civilian trials in
ordinary courts--not uniformed military judges in semi-secret facilities. There will be no secret tribunals for
suspected terrorists. And, for the first time, soldiers who commit crimes unrelated to their military service-
-such as theft, rape or murder--will face justice in civilian courts, not military courts.

These are earthshaking reforms in North Africa, where several of Morocco's neighboring nations are
governed by "emergency decrees" from secretive military juntas or weak democracies where political
leaders fear to challenge military officers.

These major reforms are designed to harmonize Morocco's military justice laws with international norms
and enshrine irreversible constitutional safeguards for fair trials in all courts.This places Morocco among
the most developed democratic countries in this field. Indeed, it puts Morocco on par with the European
Union in this area of law.

These reforms followed the adoption of new constitution, which specifically protected the rights of women
and religious minorities including Jews. Since the new constitution explicitly endorsed universal values of
human rights, it won an overwhelming majority of support from voters in a July 2012 referendum.The
elections followed in November.Those elections surprised the liberal establishment in Rabat and
Casablanca by bringing to power an Islamist coalition led by university professors and activists.Yet, the new
government has worked with the bold reformist king, Mohammed VI, and new democratic reforms have
kept coming. This military-justice reform is the latest in a line of new liberalizations in Morocco.

The latest reforms began with a series of very public debates about the role of the military and the role of
civil society. The National Council for Human Rights developed recommendations from human-rights
lawyers and activists. This led to parliamentary debates and, now, new landmark legislation. In short, these
reforms emerged from a very open and democratic process. That, too, is another sign of Morocco's
maturing democracy.

These reforms emerged without the public involvement of King Mohammed VI. Under the new constitution,
the king is the commander-in-chief of the army and therefore the guarantor of its interests. He reminded
the public that military courts were not entirely the rubber-stamp on military abuses that the human-rights
campaigners imagine. During the "years of lead," (a Moroccan phrase for the long war in the Sahara with
the radical Polisario Front), the king reminded the public that the military courts handed down death
sentences to soldiers who committed outrageous crimes.

The king is also strongly committed to the abolishing the death penalty. A death sentence has not been
imposed since 1993, long before the king's ascension. A bill is expected in parliament to formally end the
death penalty in the coming months.

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/ahmed-charai/moroccan-media-ceo b 4981846.html
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LE HUFFINGTON POST

Morocco's reforms would be a good model for Algeria and, especially, Egypt. One of the key demands of the
Arab Spring revolutionaries, especially in Egypt, was reining in the power of military courts.Yet even under
Morsi's Muslim Brotherhood government in Egypt, no reform plan was outlined, because the army did not
want to hear it. The new Egyptian constitution leaves the power and jurisdiction of military courts intact,
meaning that civilians can be tried without the rights of defense counsel or the right to see the evidence
against them.

Throughout the region, no other nation is seriously considering any reforms to rein in the military.
Morocco stands alone, in that regard. Still, it is an idea worth copying.

Since the constitution establishes broad principles and creates insitutions to embody those principles, it is
now possible to make progress through the new democratic institutions. Even on issues in which the
Moroccan public is divided--such as equal inheritance rights for women (the Koran seems to mandate a
lesser share for women) or the right of women to control their pregnancies--are now openly debated.
Morocco, thanks to its constitution, no longer needs an ever-elusive unanimity in order to act on social
matters.A majority will suffice. That is real progress too.

Three years after the so-called Arab Spring, we see that the freedom and equality of individuals has not
advanced in any country, except perhaps Tunisia. After all of the tumult and bloodshed, we see no real
progress.

The Moroccan experience--a new democratic constitution that safeguards human rights and lets priorities
be identified by public debate--is, without doubt, a stand-out success.

In August 2014, President Obama will host an African Summit in Washington D.C. He should champion
Morocco as a model to be adopted by others, especially in regimes in which the military acts as law unto
itself.
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Morocco Embraces Military Law Reforms

Now, even civilians suspected for plotting the violent overthrow of the government,will face civilian trials in
ordinary courts—not uniformed military judges in semi-secret facilities. There will be no secret tribunals for
suspected terrorists. And, for the first time, soldiers who commit crimes unrelated to their military service—
such as theft, rape or murder—will face justice in civilian courts, not military courts.

These are earthshaking reforms in North Africa, where several of Morocco’s neighboring nations are governed
by “emergency decrees” from secretive military juntas or weak democracies where political leaders fear to
challenge military officers.

These major reforms are designed to harmonize Morocco’s military justice laws with international norms and
enshrine irreversible constitutional safeguards for fair trials in all courts. This places Morocco among the most
developed democratic countries in this field. Indeed, it puts Morocco on par with the European Union in this

area of law.

These reforms followed the adoption of new constitution, which specifically protected the rights of women and
religious minorities including Jews. Since the new constitution explicitly endorsed universal values of human
rights, it won an overwhelming majority of support from voters in a July 2012 referendum. The elections
followed in November. Those elections surprised the liberal establishment in Rabat and Casablanca by bringing
to power an Islamist coalition led by university professors and activists. Yet, the new government has worked
with the bold reformist king, Mohammed VI, and new democratic reforms have kept coming. This military-
justice reform is the latest in a line of new liberalizations in Morocco.

The latest reforms began with a series of very public debates about the role of the military and the role of civil
society. The National Council for Human Rights developed recommendations from human-rights lawyers and
activists. This led to parliamentary debates and, now, new landmark legislation. In short, these reforms emerged
from a very open and democratic process. That, too, is another sign of Morocco’s maturing democracy.

These reforms emerged without the public involvement of King Mohammed VI. Under the new constitution,
the king is the commander-in-chief of the army and therefore the guarantor of its interests. He reminded the
public that military courts were not entirely the rubber-stamp on military abuses that the human-rights
campaigners imagine. During the “years of lead,” (a Moroccan phrase for the long war in the Sahara with the
radical Polisario Front), the king reminded the public that the military courts handed down death sentences to
soldiers who committed outrageous crimes.

The king is also strongly committed to the abolishing the death penalty. A death sentence has not been imposed

since 1993, long before the king’s ascension. A bill is expected in parliament to formally end the death penalty in
the coming months.

http://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2014/03/125722/morocco-embraces-military-law-reforms/
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Morocco’s reforms would be a good model for Algeria and, especially, Egypt. One of the key demands of the
Arab Spring revolutionaries, especially in Egypt, was reining in the power of military courts. Yet even under
Morsi’s Muslim Brotherhood government in Egypt, no reform plan was outlined, because the army did not want
to hear it. The new Egyptian constitution leaves the power and jurisdiction of military courts intact, meaning
that civilians can be tried without the rights of defense counsel or the right to see the evidence against them.

Throughout the region, no other nation is seriously considering any reforms to rein in the military. Morocco
stands alone, in that regard. Still, it is an idea worth copying.

Since the constitution establishes broad principles and creates insitutions to embody those principles, it is now
possible to make progress through the new democratic institutions. Even on issues in which the Moroccan
public is divided—such as equal inheritance rights for women (the Koran seems to mandate a lesser share for
women) or the right of women to control their pregnancies—are now openly debated. Morocco, thanks to its
constitution, no longer needs an ever-elusive unanimity in order to act on social matters. A majority will suffice.
That is real progress too.

Three years after the so-called Arab Spring, we see that the freedom and equality of individuals has not
advanced in any country, except perhaps Tunisia. After all of the tumult and bloodshed, we see no real
progress.

The Moroccan experience—a new democratic constitution that safeguards human rights and lets priorities be
identified by public debate—is, without doubt, a stand-out success.

In August 2014, President Obama will host an African Summit in Washington D.C. He should champion
Morocco as a model to be adopted by others, especially in regimes in which the military acts as law unto itself.
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PR Newswire

A UBM ple company

Morocco Advances Expansive Reform of Military Justice

System, Excluding Civilians from Trial in Military Courts
Major initiative comes on heels of several significant human rights and legal reforms

WASHINGTON, March 14, 2014 /PRNewswire-USNewswire/ (MACP) -- Morocco's Council of Ministers,
chaired by King Mohammed VI, today announced its decision to pursue expansive reform of Morocco's military
justice system, which would include ending the use of military tribunals to try civilians, said Palace spokesperson
Abdelhak Lamrini. The decision and proposed legislation—which next goes to Parliament—follows a report
released last year by Morocco's National Human Rights Council, and welcomed by King Mohammed VI, that
recommended narrowing the jurisdiction of military tribunals. It serves as another example of Morocco's
longstanding commitment to protecting human rights and continuing reform. "This project... aims to standardize
national legislation on military justice with the provisions of the Constitution and international principles in this
field, put into practice Morocco's Constitutional and international commitments in terms of promoting the rule
of law and human rights, and provide the necessary conditions and guarantees of a fair trial in all the courts of
the Kingdom," read the statement. "This is a significant milestone for Morocco in furthering the judicial reforms
promised by the Constitution," said former US Ambassador to Morocco Edward M. Gabriel. "I am encouraged
that Morocco's progress in these reforms and human rights has been steady and deliberate, signaling a strong
culture of respect for democratic values and human rights.” The new law is "a major step towards strengthening
the rule of law, reforming the judiciary, and protecting human rights," said Driss el Yazami, President of
Morocco's respected National Human Rights Council (CNDH).

In the past six months, Morocco's government has undertaken several significant policy initiatives addressing
human rights at the recommendation of CNDH and Moroccan civil society. In September, the country adopted
a new migration policy that is regularizing up to 40,000 illegal migrants in the country, to ensure that they have
access to healthcare, education, and other basic rights. That policy came after another report released by
CNDH, on the needs of migrants from sub-Saharan Africa trying to reach Europe by way of Morocco. In
January, Parliament also overturned a controversial provision in a law that allowed rapists to avoid punishment
if they married their victims. Originally intended to protect women living in rural areas from being ostracized,
the law became the focus of women's and human rights groups, whose campaign for its repeal succeeded.

Since King Mohammed VI's ascension to the throne in 1999, Morocco has undergone a steady process of
reform. The King established an Equity and Reconciliation Commission which acknowledged the suffering of
victims of brutality in the past and compensated the families for their losses, the only such initiative in the
region and the first in the world to have occurred without a forced regime change. In 2004, a new Family Law
was passed that greatly expanded women's rights. In 201 |, the country adopted a new Constitution proposed
by the King that, among other advances, established CNDH as the nation's human rights watchdog.

For more on Morocco and the region, visit http://www.moroccoonthemove.com/. Follow us on Twitter -
@MorocOnTheMove. Like us on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/MoroccoOnTheMove

The Moroccan American Center for Policy (MACP) is a non-profit organization whose principal mission is to
inform opinion makers, government officials, and interested publics in the United States about political and
social developments in Morocco and the role being played by the Kingdom of Morocco in broader strategic
developments in North Africa, the Mediterranean, and the Middle East. For more, please visit
www.moroccoonthemove.com

http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/morocco-advances-expansive-reform-of-military-justice-system-excluding-civilians-from-trial-in-military-courts-

250411731.html . . .
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MOROCCO ENDS MILITARY TRIAL OF CIVILIANS - OPED

In a move that drew wide praise from human rights advocates in morocco and abroad, the Moroccan Council
of Ministers chaired by King Mohammed VI approved Friday a law putting an end to trial of civilians in military
courts, “Civilians, regardless of who they are or the nature of the offense they committed in times of peace, can
in no circumstances be referred to military courts or tried by them,” states the draft law. This new law will be
submitted to the parliament for a final vote before becoming a law.

Morocco’s official National Human Rights Council (CNDH) welcomed the new law, especially that the this
human rights entity made a recommendation in March 2013 to end military trial of civilians. CNDH President
Driss Yazami considered the new bill as “a major step towards strengthening the rule of law, reforming the
judiciary and protecting human rights”.

The new law also excludes minors from military tribunals and establishes a military court of appeal, while aiming
to reinforce the independence of military judges and align the procedures of military tribunals with those of
civilian courts.

The Moroccan government Spokesperson Mostafa El Khalfi stated that the new law was designed to implement
the judicial provisions of the new constitution introduced in 201 |, by “strengthening the foundations of an
independent and specialized judiciary which guarantees rights and freedoms”.

Moroccan non-governmental organizations dedicated to promoting human rights expressed their pleasure over
the King’s decision. These NGOs were instrumental in bringing cases to the attention of the government and
maintaining pressure on it to abide by the court’s findings against its use of military jurisdiction.

According to this text , which has yet to be voted in Parliament, ” civilians, regardless of their quality and the
nature of their offense committed by them in peacetime, can in no way be referred to military courts. ”

This new bill ” aims to harmonize national legislation on military justice with the provisions of the Constitution (
2011, adopted during the Arab Spring ) and international principles and standards ,” said the Spokesperson the
Royal Palace , Abdelhak Lamrini

Approval ” is a major step towards the consolidation of Rule of law , reform of the justice and the protection of
human rights.” told AFP the president of the National Council of human Rights (CNDH) , Driss el Yazami . He
added that The project developed responds precisely to the recommendations made a year ago by CNDH.

The proposals that were immediately approved by the King.

This project, which was developed in accordance with the royal high orientations, aims to standardize national
legislation on military justice with the provisions of the Constitution and international principles this field, put
into practice Morocco’s constitutional and international commitments in terms of promoting the rule of law
and human rights, and provide the necessary conditions and guarantees of a fair trial in all the courts of the
Kingdom.

http://www.eurasiareview.com/15032014-morocco-ends-military-trial-civilians-oped/
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This project also introduces major changes to the status of military justice from a Special Court to being one of
the specialized judicial institutions that guarantee rights and freedoms, as regards to competence, organization,
procedures, and the composition of the Court.

In this context, the project provides for excluding civilians from the jurisdiction of the military court regardless
of the crimes they might have committed. This places Morocco among the most developed democratic
countries in this field.

The bill also excludes the military from the jurisdiction of the military court in the event of common crimes.

Since his ascension to the throne in 1999, King Mohammed has pledged to initiate a steady process of reform.
Equity and Reconciliation Commission to compensate victims of years of lead and enable Moroccans to

reconcile with their human rights past, the family law that was passed in 2004 to expand women’s rights are
concrete examples of the ongoing reform process that King Mohammed is leading.
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Conference on Integration of Regularized Migrants in
Morocco

GENEVA, Switzerland, March | I,2014/African Press Organization (APO)/ -- Following the Moroccan
National Human Rights Council's September 2013 thematic report on the situation of migrants and
refugees in Morocco and King Mohammed VI's strategic guidance to improve the situation of
undocumented migrants in the country, the Moroccan government has been working on implementing the
new policy, including the regularization of several categories of migrants.

To ensure the sustainable integration of migrants allowed to stay, IOM, in collaboration with the Ministry of
Moroccans Residing Abroad and Migration Affairs, and with support from the Swiss Development
Cooperation (SDC), is organizing an international conference in Rabat on |0th and | Ith March 2014
entitled: "The New Migration Policy:Which Integration Strategy?"

The event brings together politicians and experts from countries of origin and from Europe to share their
experiences. Important contributions will also be made by local experts and NGOs, who work with
migrants on a daily basis.

The conference will address four thematic areas, including social integration, access to basic rights and
services, the cultural contribution of migrants and the role of civil society.

"Given that to date more than 12,000 migrants have filed requests for regularization and the first have
already received their decisions, it is crucial to discuss integration now," says IOM Morocco Chief of
Mission Anke Strauss.

"While it is relatively straight forward to determine whether or not a migrant meets the eligibility criteria
established by the government in November, successful and durable integration is a significant challenge,”
she notes.

http://www.inamibia.co.na/news/world/item/53615-conference-on-integration-of-regularized-migrants-in-morocco.html
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MOROCCO EXCLUDES CIVILIANS FROMTHE
COMPETENCE OF MILITARY COURTS

MOROCCO, March 17, 2014 /EINPresswire.com/ -- His Majesty King Mohammed VI chaired on Friday, at the
Royal Palace of Rabat, a Council of Ministers.Following this session , the Council of Ministers approved a major
law which excludes civilians from the competence of military courts. The bill also excludes the military from the
jurisdiction of the military court in the event of common crimes.

"Civilians, regardless of who they are or the nature of the offense they committed in times of peace, can in no
circumstances be referred to military courts or tried by them,” states the draft law.

This project, which was developed in accordance with the royal high orientations, aims to standardize national
legislation on military justice with the provisions of the Constitution and international principles this field, put
into practice Morocco's constitutional and international commitments in terms of promoting the rule of law and
human rights, and provide the necessary conditions and guarantees of a fair trial in all the courts of the
Kingdom.

This project also introduces major changes to the status of military justice from a Special Court to being one of
the specialized judicial institutions that guarantee rights and freedoms, as regards to competence, organization,
procedures, and the composition of the Court. In this context, the project provides for excluding civilians from
the jurisdiction of the military court regardless of the crimes they might have committed.

This law which places Morocco among the most developed democratic countries in this field, drew widespread
praise from human rights in morocco and abroad. British NGO “Freedom of All” lauded, Friday, the approval by
the ministers’ council, chaired by King Mohammed VI the draft law on military justice. This draft law, which
excludes civilians from the competence of military courts, is a new milestone to further the rule of law,
President of the NGO Tanya Warburg said. This is for sure a noteworthy and important achievement on the
path of reinforcing accomplishments by Morocco in the field of human rights, she added. The approval by the
ministers’ council of this bill is a swift and positive reaction by the Moroccan government to proposals by the
national council for human rights (CNDH), she concluded.

The adoption by the ministers' council of a draft bill on the military justice is an important step for ensuring
criteria of fair trials, said director of Amnesty International-Morocco Mohamed Sektaoui. Sektaoui told Medi |
radio channel that this is a huge step, noting that it is high time to work doubly hard for strengthening criteria
of fair trials in Morocco. This reform is an answer to the expectations of human rights defenders, he added.
Part of strengthening friendship and brotherhood relations with other countries, the Council of Ministers also
approved five international agreements, backed by laws. They concern customs cooperation, public service,
double taxation and tax evasion, and the removal of entry visas for ordinary passports from Morocco and
Gabon.

His Majesty the King gave his instructions to the Foreign Minister to establish a joint commission joining the
private sector and the government to monitor the successful implementation of signed agreements, and to
carry out the economic and social development projects which were launched during HM the King's African
tour.

His Majesty also gave his instructions for this committee to contact all the stakeholders to identify and develop

new economic development projects to strengthen the successful partnership between Morocco with African
states, under the royal vision of South-South cooperation and active solidarity.

http://world.einnews.com/pr_news/195629939/morocco-excludes-civilians-from-the-competence-of-military-courts
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Government welcomes Moroccan decision to reform its
military justice system

The Government of Spain welcomes the decision taken by the Government of Morocco onl4 March to present
Parliament with a bill to amend the jurisdiction of the military courts so that civilians cannot be tried there.

The approval of a legislative amendment to limit the military jurisdictional scope and adapt it to the 201 |
Constitution and to internationally-accepted laws on human rights, together with new provisions on the powers

of the Moroccan National Human Rights Council to receive and manage individual complaints, represents a
positive step in improving respect for individual rights and liberties by the Moroccan authorities.

http://www.nationaljournal.com/library/126856
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AL BATANE

Driss El Yazami, invité du Forum
de la MAP mardi prochain

Driss El Yazami, président du Conseil national des droits de
'Homme (CNDH), sera l'invité du Forum de la MAP, mardi 25
mars. Le Forum, qui se tiendra au siege de I'Agence a partir de
09h00, sera axé sur le théme: "Réforme de la justice militaire, un
nouveau jalon sur la voie de la consolidation des droits de I'Homme
au Maroc". Cette rencontre sera l'occasion de débattre des nou-
veautés introduites par le projet de loi relatif a la justice militaire,
qui a été élaboré conformément aux Hautes orientations royales,
1 et visant a harmoniser la législation nationale relative a la justice
J militaire avec les dispositions de la Constitution et les principes et
4 \les normes internationaux en vigueur dans ce domaine.

Conseil national des droits de
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Les officiers d’état civil doivent changer de registre!

* Prénoms: des listes illégales 4
mettre au placard

* Les dégits d’une pratique
administrative liberticide

* Ircam et CNDH donnent leurs
avis 4 la Haute commission

LA guerre des prénoms et ot le juge
administratif a da faire «"arbitre» va-t-elle
enfin s’achever? D’un cdté les parents et
leur nouveau-né, de I’autre les services
d’état civil qui refusent sous des prétextes
parfois farfelus d’enregistrer tel ou tel pré-
nom. Le scénario kafkaien vécu au début
de ce siécle par Hamid Chefchaouni et son
¢pouse chilienne mérite d'étre rappelé (cf.
L'Economiste du 10 aoiit 2001). Installé
a 'époque au Canada, les services consu-
laires basés 4 Montréal leur font savoir
qu'ils «ne pouvaient pas inscrire leur fils
Malik sur le registre d’état civily. Motif?
son prénom n’était pas sur la liste dite
«Basrin. Done pas de nationalité maro-
caine, pas de passeport...

La circulaire signée par I'ex-ministre de
I'Intérieur (1979-1999) a fait beaucoup de
dégiits caractérisés par un abus de pouvoir.
Le contentieux administratif n’a cessé de
fleurir depuis (cf. L' Economiste du 31 mai
2013). Driss Bouljaoui fait partie de ces
parents chevaliers qui ont bataillé contre un
Etat liberticide. A-t-on le droit de choisir le
prénom de leurs progénitures? Le tribunal
administratif de Meknés est saisi. Le pére a
cu finalement gain de cause aprés un an et
demi de procédure. Né en juillet 2008, son
fils regoit enfin le prénom de Sifaw. Voila
pour la grande petite histoire.

La Haute commission de I’état civil
s"est décidée a tourner la age. Elle s'est
réynie le 23 janvier 2014 au ministére de
I’Intérieur. Régie par le décret du 9 oc-
tobre 2002, la Haute commission de 1état
civil est présidée par I’historiographe du
Royaume, Abdelhak El Merini, et compte
deux membres. Un magistrat, Abdellah Bel

Moukaddam, qui représente le ministre de
la Justice et un représentant du ministre de
I'Intérieur en la personne d’ Abdelouahed
Ourzik, gouverneur directeur des Affaires

Jjuridiques et de la coopération

Deux instances, I'Institut royal de la
culture amazighe (IRACM) et le Conseil

listes marocains (lésés) et installés surtout
en Belgique et au Pays-Bas». Le président
du CNDH, Driss El Yazami, revient sur
cette liste qui «ne devait plus er». As-
sociations et citoyens ayant saisi le Conseil
se plaignent «surtout des consulats». Une
vingtaine de plaintes recensées depuis mars

LA Haute commission a demandé aux officiers de I'état civil de retirer les listes
des prénoms publiées en vertu de I"ancienne loi de I"état civil. Listes qui sont pourtant
caduques depuis 'entrée en vigueur le 7 mai 2003 de la loi 37-99 relative a I'état
civil! Elles ne peuvent plus par conséquent étre brandies pour motiver le rejet d'une
demande d'inscription d’un prénom dans le registre. En cas de difficultés, tergiver-
sations ou de doutes, les officiers de I'état civil qui sactivent dans les communes et
les consulats doivent «contacter immédiatement» le secrétariat général de la Haute
commission de I'état civil. Secrétariat qui est assuré par le ministére de 1'Intérieur. O

national des droits de I'homme (CNDH)
ont été ainsi invités a formuler leurs avis
Et pour cause, le recteur de I'Trcam, Ahmed
Boukous, rapporte qu’au moins 15 plaintes
ont été déposées entre 2004-2013 aupres de
ses services. Dot son mot 4 dire sur «les
pratiques d’exclusion ayant toujours ciblé
les prénoms berbéres. Ces plaintes ont été
relayées auprés de I'Ircam par des associa-
tions (du Rif notamment) et par des journa-

2011. Date a laquelle le Conseil consultatif
(CCDH) s’est mué en Conseil national.
D’autres plaintes atterrissent aux minis-
téres de I'Intérieur, qui assure d’ailleurs le
secrétariat général de la Haute commission
de I’état cvil, et chez les Affaires étran-
géres. Combien en avons-nous enregistré
ce jour? Le président et les représentants du
ministére de la Justice et de I'Intérieur sont
restés injoignables. L'avis du CNDH est

évidemment pour qu'«un citoyen soit libre
de choisir le prénom de son enfant». Face &
«une mauvaise» application de la loi 37-99
relative a I'état civil, la Haute commission
veut mieux clarifier sa pratique.

L’heure constitutionnelle a enfin sonné!
Tl est question de «former les officiers d'état
civil pour mieux intégrer la nouvelle donne
des droits fondamentaux, selon le recteur
Boukous. La Haute commission - qui va-
lide par ailleurs les noms choisis pour la
premicére fois - s’est engagée aussi, selon
nos interlocuteurs, & lancer une campagne
d’information.

El Yazami, président du CNDH, parle
«d’affiches qui seront disposées dans les
consulats, de numéro vert pour les officiers
d’état civil (avis, orientation...)». Il sera
«interdit d’interdire», commente le recteur
de I'Ircam qui a remis un ouvrage qu'il a
édité en 2008-2009 et contenant une liste
des prénoms amazighs nouveaux et cou-
rants. Aucun échéancier n’a été fixé. Il est
donc «laissé 4 I'appréciation» de la Haute
commission qui a exprimé sa volonté d”ins-
crire son action dans I’esprit de la Consti-
tution de 2011. Son communiqué confirme
le principe d’une liberté et sans distinction
aucune entre les prénoms arabe, amazigh,
hassani et hébraique. Mais «a condition
que le prénom choisi ne porte pas atteinte
4 la morale, 4 I"ordre public et qu’il soit
conforme 4 la loi régissant I'état civily.

La pratique administrative va-t-¢lle
suivre? Les membres de cette instance «ont
€té en tout cas unanimes» pour changer les
trés mauvaises habitudes et pour «le retrait
de la liste en vue de la remplacer, assure
le recteur de I'Ircam. Suite 2 la réunion de
Jjanvier dernier, les officiers de I'état civil
ont €té appelés a suivre a la lettre la circu-
laire du ministére de I'Intérieur N.D 3220
et publiée le 9 avril 2010. Elle a pour objet
le choix des prénoms. Ses destinataires sont
sommés «de faire preuve d’un maximum
de flexibilité dans le traitement des de-
mandes qui leur sont soumises et de veiller
4 offrir toutes les facilités aux citoyens».
Reste maintenant & assurer le service aprés-
vente.

Faical FAQUIHI

Aux origines d’un cachet marocain

L’ ETAT civil n’a été créé qu'avec
I"'avénement du protectorat en 1912, selon
un «Rapport sur I'état civil marocainy pré-
senté en 1995 4 I'ONU. Les premiers re-
gistres civils introduits par Lyautey
«réservés aux Frangais et étrangers résidant
au Maroc afin de prouver légalement leur
état civil. Régime qui est promulgué par le
dahir du 4 septembre 1915». La preuve de
la filiation, de I'identité et autres faits liés
a la personne (comme le mariage) étaient

du ressort des adouls et donc du droit mu-
sulman. L'état civil destiné aux Marocains
ne verra le jour qu'en 1950. N’y sont con
gnés que les naissances et les décés. Six ans
apres, au lendemain de 1'indépendance, il
sera étendu & I"ancienne zone du protectorat
frangais puis & la zone espagnole via le dahir
du 21 juillet 1959. Dix ans apres, consuls et
agents diplomatiques seront investis de la
qualité d’officiers d"état civil. Les présidents
des conseils communaux le seront en 1976

Prérogative accordée auparavant aux agents
d"autorité. Le ministére de I'Intérieur garde-
ra la main via sa division centrale composée
de 4 services: réglementation, contentieux,
inspection et statistiques. De 1976 4 1986,
seront assainis les registres d"état civil «pour
en faire un instrument administratif et éco-
nométrique». Parallélement, des réformes
Iégislatives partielles interviennent en 1977,
1979 et 1984... Puis grande refonte de Ia loi
généralisation de I'état civil, son extension

Conseil national des droits de

au mariage et divorce, institution d'un ré-
gime unique aux Marocains et étrangers

La loi 37-99 actuellement appliquée impose
qu’un prénom ait un cachet marocain, ne
soit pas composé de plus de 2 prénoms, ne
soit pas contraire a la morale... (voir supra).
Son article 21 zappe aussi les «Sidi», «Mou-
ay» et «Lallan.d

F.F.
Pour réagir a cet article:
courrier@leconomiste.com
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Controversy Over Underage Marriage Throws Morocco's
Cabinet into Crisis

Minors getting married remain consistently at the heart of political debate in Morocco.And the government
is becoming increasingly divided regarding a revision of part of law that deals directly with this divisive issue.
This time, the issue is being hotly debated by the leftists of the PPS and the conservatoires< of the P)D,
who are headed by Islamist Prime Minister Abdelilah Benkirane.

Earlier this week, at meeting for the Committee on Justice, held in the Chamber of Deputies, a
representative from the PJD asked the lower house president, Karim Ghellab, to explain the draft of the bill
concerning underage marriage to the High Council of the Ulema (the religious body responsible for
exegesis) to get their ruling on the recent revision of Article 20 of the Family Code.

The conservatives insists that the legal age for marriages should be |6, while the leftists respond that one
must be 18 to marry, as reported by the newspaper al-Ahdath al-Maghribia.

Regardless of the opposition, the PPS does not intend to make any concession in their beliefs regarding
underage marriage.As the legal age is based on international law, they insist that the Constitution should
uphold it.

In fine, the PPS asked the National Council for Human Rights (CNDH) to rule on the matter as they
classify "underage marriage" as the same category as "violence against women.

http://english.art19.ma/index.php/society/971-controversy-over-underage-marriage-throws-morocco-s-cabinet-into-crisis
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Réforme de la justice militaire :Washington "'se félicite" d'un
pas "important” pour la consolidation de la protection des
droits de 'Homme au Maroc"

Les Etats Unis se "félicitent"” de I'approbation du projet de loi prévoyant I'exclusion des civils
de la compétence du tribunal militaire, lors du Conseil des ministres présidé vendredi dernier
par le Roi Mohammed VI, a déclaré a la MAP un responsable au Département d’'Etat US, en
qualifiant cette décision de "pas important en avant sur la voie de la consolidation de la
protection des droits de 'Homme au Maroc".

"Dans le communiqué conjoint publié a l'occasion de la visite du Roi Mohammed VI a Washington D.C, le
22 novembre dernier, le Président Barack Obama a salué I'engagement du Souverain a mettre fin a la
pratique des proces intentés aux civils devant des tribunaux militaires", a tenu a rappeler ce responsable.

Et de souligner : "Nous nous réjouissons de voir cet engagement se matérialiser concrétement sous la
forme d'un projet de loi, et nous comprenons qu'il sera désormais soumis au parlement pour son
adoption”. "Nous invitons l'institution législative a agir rapidement dans ce sens afin d'adopter cette loi,
dont les effets ne sauraient étre retardés", a-t-il ajouté.

Le responsable au Département d'Etat a, en outre, affirmé que les Etats Unis se réjouissent aussi du réle
"de plus en plus grand joué par le Conseil National des Droits de I'Homme en tant qu'institution crédible
et proactive de défense des droits de 'Homme et sont encouragés par la décision du Conseil de
gouvernement a consolider le CNDH en s'assurant que les différents départements gouvernementaux
interagissent avec les plaintes adressées au Conseil".

Aussi bien la réforme de la justice militaire que la consolidation du role joué par le CNDH "constituent
des pas importants sur la voie de la consolidation de la protection des droits de 'Homme au Maroc en
droite ligne de la mise en ceuvre de la promesse de la Constitution de 201 1" que le Roi avait proposée au
peuple marocain.

http://www.atlasinfo.fr/Reforme-de-la-justice-militaire-Washington-se-felicite-d-un-pas-important-en-avant-pour-la-consolidation-de-la_a50739.html
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Morocco seeks to pre-empt UN rights debate on W.Sahara

Rabat — Morocco is seeking to forestall UN Security Council debate on its rights record in Western
Sahara when the mandate of the territory's peacekeepers is renewed, with several reform announcements.
Last year, Washington sought to task the peacekeeping force, known as MINURSO, with human rights
monitoring in VWestern Sahara, an unexpected move fiercely opposed by Morocco, which controls most of
the disputed territory and is highly sensitive to criticism of its policies there.

The kingdom launched a shrill lobbying campaign and eventually got the proposal dropped, with the final
resolution calling instead for "the promotion and protection of human rights."

But the experience clearly rattled the authorities, with King Mohammed VI warning that the "manoeuvrings
of the enemies of our territorial integrity will not stop," and urging his government to "put these
adversaries on the back foot."

The UN peacekeeping force, whose mandate is again up for renewal in April, has monitored a ceasefire in
the Western Sahara since 1991 between Morocco and the Algeria-backed pro-independence Polisario
Front.

But unlike similar missions elsewhere, it is not charged with monitoring human rights, something rights
activists and the Polisario Front have advocated for years.

Comments by Algerian President Abdelaziz Bouteflika in October about "systematic human rights violations
...inside the occupied territories to suppress the peaceful struggle" of the Sahrawi people, prompted
Morocco to briefly recall its ambassador to Algiers in protest.

Last week, a day after the king returned from abroad, Morocco's government endorsed a draft law -- which
still has to approved by parliament -- ending the trial of civilians in military tribunals.

Spain and France, a key ally of Morocco and supporter of its proposal of broad autonomy for Western
Sahara under Moroccan sovereignty, welcomed the move, which Paris said would strengthen the rule of law.
- 'Unaddressed rights violations' -

Military trials of civilians have been heavily criticised by human rights groups, particularly the case of 25
Sahrawis jailed by a military court in Rabat in February 201 3.

The king pledged to end the practice when he visited the White House in November.

The Sahrawis were accused of killing | | members of the Moroccan security forces in Western Sahara in
2010, and nine of them were handed life sentences, despite allegations that their confessions were obtained
under torture.

Morocco's government spokesman Mustapha Khalfi described the planned reform of military tribunals as
"historic.” But Amnesty International's Sirine Rachid said it was only a first step, and called for the fair
retrial of all civilians convicted by military courts.

"Further human rights violations in Western Sahara remain unaddressed, in relation to freedom of
expression, association and assembly, torture and other ill-treatment, and access to truth and justice for
victims of enforced disappearance,” she said.

Earlier this month, Rabat said it wanted to respond better to claims of human rights violations, and would

name permanent ministerial representatives to liaise with the official National Human Rights Council
(CNDH).

http://www.afp.com/fr/search/site/Maroc/?solrsort=ds _created%20desc
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Alleged abuses, in particular those relayed by the CNDH's branches in Laayoune and Dakhla, Western
Sahara's main cities, would be examined and an official response given "within three months."

Maghreb historian Pierre Vermeren called the plans to end military trials of civilians and promptly address
rights abuses "positive," saying it strengthened Morocco's hand when the Security Council discusses
Western Sahara next month.

"The link with the UN vote is obvious. It's doubtful that Morocco's opponents will manage to revive the
human rights issue," Vermeren told AFP.

But he said the question of the independence of the judiciary in Morocco, whether civilian or military,
remained.

Hamoud Iguilid, a rights activist in Laayoune, agreed that the purpose of the draft law was to "prevent the
UN from discussing an enlargement of MINURSQO," calling it "facade diplomacy."

He also urged the retrial in a civilian court of the Sahrawis jailed last year.
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