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Morocco: Zineb El Rhazoui vs. Driss Yazami

08/22/11

Washington / Morocco Board News-- _ Driss Yazami, president of Morocco's National Council for
Human Rights. took part in a debate organized in France called "The Arab Spring : new.boost
for global democracy. "

Mr. Yazami defended the reforms initiated by Morocco's King Mohammed VI, however,
Zineb El Rhazoui, an activist and founder of (MALI) stood up and spoke about-her own view

of things.

Zineb's message was very different from that of Mr. Driss Yazami. She'spoke of prisons and
torture, of her own difficulties with Moroccan authorities and of the "repression of freedom of

the press".

The Moroccan reality is more nuanced than what is suggested by one or more of these
interventions. It is understandable that to act "effectively" in a legal framework, after years of
clandestine activism, Mr. Idriss Yazami has to show.a certain pragmatism to move things
forward. The radical and rebellious attitude of Zineb and her cohorts is an expression of
frustration among the youth for the slow pace‘of genuine change.
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D.C. Panel Highlights Morocco’s Constitutional Reform
Efforts

August 2011

On July 13, the ABA Rule of Law Initiative (ABA ROLI) hosted a panel on constitutional
reform in Morocco at its headquarters in Washington, D.C. Driss al Yazami, president of
Morocco’s National Human Rights Council and a member of the constitution-revision
advisory committee, which authored the recently adopted Moroccan constitution, and Saloua
Karkri-Belkeziz, a Moroccan parliamentarian, offered remarks with commentary from
Ambassador Aziz Mekouar, the representative from Morocco in the United States, and
William Zartman, professor emeritus at Johns Hopkins University.

The panel, which focused on prospects for democratic advancement and human rights, was
organized against the backdrop of the June 30 referendum, which resulted in adoption of a
new constitutional framework. Al Yazami highlighted the most consequential changes to the
constitution, such as the adoption of Berber as one of Morocco’s national languages, the
broadening of equal rights for women and the enshrinement of the judiciary’s independence.
Moreover, al Yazami said that 50 of the constitution’s 180 articles relate to human rights.
Indicating that the constitutional revision had broad participation, Al Yazami said that the
advisory committee reviewed more than 200 memoranda from 33 political parties, five trade
unions and numerous civil service and non-governmental organizations. Al Yazami also
stated that all framework legislation are required to be adopted within five years of the new
constitution’s adoption.

Karkri-Belkeziz spoke about the constitution’s implications for the Moroccan economy and
for women’s rights. She said that article 19 “sets equality between men and women as an
objective and establishes a high authority to implement this equality.” Karkri-Belkeziz said
that this would improve prospects for economic growth in the kingdom, as more than 50
percent of Morocco’s highly qualified and trained persons are women. She also said that the
new constitution’s emphasis on governmental openness would promote economic
development.

ABA ROLI has been providing Moroccan stakeholders with legal technical assistance since
2004. Currently, ABA ROLI—with support from the U.S. Department of State’s Middle East
Partnership Initiative, its Bureau of International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs and
its Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor, as well as the Embassy of the
Netherlands in Morocco—is working to strengthen Morocco’s capacity to address corruption
and to protect the fundamental rights of accused juvenile offenders.
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