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Maroc : mission de Francois Zimeray, ambassadeur des
droits de I'Homme (9 au 11 mai 2011)

L’ambassadeur pour les droits de ’Homme, Frangois Zimeray, effectue actuellement une
visite de travail au Maroc du 9 au 11 mai 2011.

Il rappellera le soutien exprimé par la France a 1’évolution historique annoncée par Sa Majesté
le Roi Mohammed VI dans son discours du 9 mars dernier. Dans cette intervention, le
souverain avait, en effet, annoncé de profondes réformes constitutionnelles visant a renforcer
1’Etat de droit au Maroc et a affirmer la protection des droits de ’Homme et des libertés
individuelles.

Durant cette mission, I’ambassadeur rencontrera des autorités nationales ainsi que des
responsables d’associations de défense des droits de ’Homme.

I1 s’entretiendra notamment avec M. Driss Yazami, président du Conseil national des droits de
I’Homme (CNDH), M. Mahjoub El Haiba, Délé¢gué interministériel aux droits de I’Homme,
M. Abdelaziz Benzkour, médiateur du Royaume du Maroc et M. Nasser Bourita, chef de
Cabinet du ministre des Affaires étrangeres.

M. Zimeray visitera le centre d’écoute pour la promotion et la protection des droits des
femmes "Nejma" ou il rencontrera Mme Aminz Lofti, vice-présidente de 1’ Association
Démocratique des Femmes du Maroc (ADFM).

I1 se rendra également au centre médical multidisciplinaire au profit des victimes de la torture
et s’entretiendra avec M. Abdelkrim Manouzi, président de 1’ Association Médicale de
Réhabilitation des Victimes de la Torture.
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THE DANISH INSTITUTE
FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
'"The Sixth Arab—European Human Rights Dialogue '

In the sixth Arab-European Human Rights Dialogue Conference the
participants will focus on on Torture and Rule of Law.

Published by the Editor

The upcoming Dialogue meeting in Berlin will address the global, regional and national
challenges to adhering to international human rights conventions related to torture and rule of
law, including the Convention against Torture and its Optional Protocol.

The meeting will also address actions on how to prevent torturous acts and ensure the respect
and supremacy of the international human rights law and the related Convention against
Torture. This will be tackled by mapping current legislations and practices in both the Arab
World and Europe addressing problems, gaps, priorities, and major areas for reform.

During the three days of the Dialogue it is expected that no fewer than 14 NHRIs - seven each
from Europe and the Arab world — along with a number of relevant UN, EU and Arab
agencies and independent research institutions, where all will discuss how national human
rights institutions in the two regions are succeeding - or may be failing - to monitor, promote
and protect human rights related to torture and rule of law.

The Dialogue meeting is hosted by the German Institute for Human Rights (GIHR); a member
organization of the AEHRD Quartet, which includes in addition to GIHR three organizations,
all of which are National Human Rights Institutions (NHRIs) established in accordance with
the UN Paris Principles; The National Centre for Human Rights in Jordan, The Moroccan
National Human Rights Council and the Danish Institute for Human Rights.

The Sixth Arab-European Human Rights Dialogue (AEHRD) will take place in Berlin on 11th
-13th, May 2011

About the AEHRD

The Arab European Human Rights Dialogue (AEHRD) was established in 2006 by The
Danish Institute for Human Rights (DIHR) in cooperation with the National centre for Human
Rights in Jordan. In 2008, the Moroccan Advisory Council on Human Rights has joint the
Dialogue Secretariat to consolidate the Dialogue process and contribute to the Dialogue
Secretariat efforts in facilitating the Dialogue process. In 2010, the German Institute for
Human Rights joint the AEHRD Troika Secretariat to further support and consolidate the
process of the AEHRD process and thus the AEHRD Quartet was formed. The AEHRD
process brings together 14 Arab and European NHRIs to discuss human rights issues and
come up with a human rights reform agenda for NHRIs to streamline at their respective
national level, after building and strengthening the common understanding as well as the
implementation of human rights in Arab countries and Europe.

So far five Dialogue meetings have been organised: the First Dialogue Meeting on 'Human
Rights and Counterterrorism', which took place in place in Jordan in April 2007 and was
hosted by the National Centre for Human Rights in Jordan, the second Dialogue Meeting on
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'Non-Discrimination'. This meeting was held in Denmark in October 2007 and was hosted by
the Danish Institute for Human Rights. A Third Dialogue Meeting on 'Migration and Human
Rights' was held in Morocco in May 2008 and was hosted by the then Advisory Council for
Human Rights , which is now called the National Human Rights Council, when its mandate
has been widened in March 2011. In Morocco it was agreed that there should be a further
discussion on migration and human rights, concentrating on 'Migrant Workers' Human Rights'
and thus a Fourth Dialogue Meeting was held in The Hague - The Netherlands in 2009. A
Fifth Dialogue Meeting on ‘“Women’s Rights and Gender Equality’ was organised in Qatar
and was hosted by the National Human Rights Committee in Qatar in 2010. In Qatar the
German Institute for Human Rights offered to host the sixth Dialogue Meeting on *Torture
and Rule of Law’ in May 2011.

Mu’ayyad Mehyar, the Programme Manager of the AEHRD Programme at the Danish
Institute for Human Rights (DIHR) explains:

- At the Dialogue Meetings, delegates present diverse perspectives on important human rights
issues. In addition, the participating NHRIs prepare presentations analyzing structural and
legislative human rights challenges in their home countries. In responding to presentations,
other NHRIs have shared their experiences and ideas, generating many valuable
recommendations for follow-up processes and actions.

He continues:

- Moreover, the dialogue meetings offer an intense examination and collective inquiry of
human rights standards and norms and lead to the creation of a common understanding and
agenda for follow up and implementation by member NHRIs”. Mu’ayyad further explains that
“the Dialogue process assists NHRIs to understand the importance and potential of their
mandate as independent NHRIs and it provides analytical and strategic input as well as
capacity to the members on how to act on the recommendations coming out from the
Dialogue Meetings.
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